Brief comment text:

Docket Number: 24-240

Dear Federal Communications Commission,

I am writing to formally express my opposition to NextNav Inc.'s proposal to reconfigure the 902-928 MHz band for implementing a terrestrial backup system for GPS. While the proposal underscores its importance for national security and infrastructure, it fails to account for significant consequences on existing users, including commercial operations, public safety systems, and industries that depend on this band for essential and innovative services.

1. Risk of Interference with Existing Services
The 902-928 MHz band is heavily utilized by industrial, scientific, and medical (ISM) applications, amateur radio, and other low-power unlicensed devices. NextNav’s proposal to introduce a 5 MHz uplink in the 902-907 MHz band and a 10 MHz downlink in the 918-928 MHz band presents a risk of harmful interference to critical technologies, including those used for industrial automation, environmental monitoring, and medical equipment. The proposal does not sufficiently address how high-power transmissions will avoid degrading the performance of these long-standing users of the band.

2. Public Safety and Infrastructure Impact
Public safety services heavily rely on the 902-928 MHz band for systems like LoRaWAN, which support long-range, low-power communications in critical infrastructure and smart city applications. Reallocating this band without considering these existing uses risks compromising public safety, particularly in emergencies when communication resilience is paramount. Disruption to municipal services, such as toll systems and automated transportation, could also lead to increased operational costs and degraded service.

3. Innovation and Economic Growth at Risk
This spectrum has been a key incubator for innovation, allowing small businesses and entrepreneurs to develop cost-effective solutions without the need for expensive licensing. The proposal would force companies and users that rely on the 902-928 MHz band to either compete for reduced spectrum or invest in costly upgrades, stifling innovation and economic growth in critical sectors such as logistics, agriculture, and environmental monitoring.

4. Exploring Alternative Spectrum Solutions
Rather than disrupting essential services, the FCC should explore alternative, less congested parts of the spectrum for NextNav’s GPS backup system. Such an approach would support NextNav's goals without displacing existing users and risking the significant economic and public safety benefits provided by the 902-928 MHz band.

Conclusion
While the critical need for a terrestrial backup to GPS is recognized, the current proposal to reconfigure the 902-928 MHz band presents significant risks to key industries, public safety, and innovation. I urge the FCC to deny this petition and consider alternative spectrum solutions that will not compromise the critical services and economic benefits associated with the 902-928 MHz band.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Robert Skinner
